Berthoud — Back in time

In the midst of the Pikes Peak w:lhl rush of the 1.'|::|'|'|.I | M, many Hy the time the automobile age arriveed in ehe LurE:.' 1900, Berthoud
people traveled through the Little Thompson Valley in search of had earned the reputation of a thriving commumnity with a bustling
their fortunes. Sorme staked homestead claims on the rough and ardd = downtown aimd tree-lined residential area,

rairie, but many left the land to others hardier than themzselves L,
P " Ower the years Berthoud grew along with other communities in

Morthern Colarade vet retained bte small town appeal. Today Bes-
thioud bridges thi= gap between the past and foture, as a progressive
commuanity with deep historic roats,

In the 18708 when the Colorade Central Rallroad made plans lay
tracks acroes the Little Thompson "L":Il:':." 1o eonmect e radl line
hetween Longmont and Cheyenne, Capt, Edward 1, Berthoud sor-
veyed the route, When the line was completed in 1877, a tiny setthe-
mient that had risen to life where the tracks crossed Litthe Thomipson
creek was pamed Berthowd [n honor of the engineer who had lakd
oull thie route.

— Mark Frenal

Soon the valley was flled with homestead families andd the fedgling
tonw e of Berthoud grew w Gl their needs.

The course of the community shifted in the
carly 182805 when the rall company realized
that Berthoud's location on the river bottom
recuired their locomotives to strain mightily
to ascend the grade out of the valley. At the
railrmads requast the town was maved to ils
present locatkon one mile north of the river in
the winter of 1883-84.

At a new town site platted on Peter Turner’s
homesead. Berthoud Blossamed into a
bustling agricultural center. Farmers pros-
pered from crops grown with ieeigatlon water
diverted from the Big and Little Tham Py
rivers while businessmen flourished by pro-
'rlr]:il"lH miuch needed _|.'.-'.|-:.|-|l'|. and services.

WH, MoCormick (venter with the straw hat) at his gen-
eral store in Berthoud ¢ 19100

Pto by Mieek Frenok

I 1821 the Berthoud Farm Products Comgany douhled
the size of the Lovejoy Public Elevator they had purchased
ane year enrlier by adding a second cement silo on the
soisth side of the original building

Berthoud Library grows with the community

I 1932 the Berthosd Women's Club founded the Berthoud Library: fane
qeCarty was the club head of the library committee and she made book-
hll}'ing l:ripn to Dhenver fo stk thie mew Ilhmr'!.'.

Parks & Recreation

The towr of Berthod maintaing several parks within its

The library was first housed In the Berthoud Grade School that was located

in what is mow Fickel Park. [n 1952 the library moved toa space in the town
hall. Twe additions were made as the collection goew, The dream of a hbrary
builling became a reality when the present location opened in 1995, The new
facility was made possible by a very generous gift from Dys, Helen and Bruce
Fickel as well as gifis from Berthowd businesses, erganizations, individuals and
the town of Berthoud.

I July 38 the Berthoud Communliy Library District was formed as another
step in providing the best possible library service to Berthoud residents.

From the initial
book collection of
B0 woluomies, the
library now haows-
et a colbection ol
over 27,000 items
and served nearly

:t"w Visilors in
2008,

limits that afford a number of opportunities for recre-
atboay including ball cowns, swimming pool, plavgrounds,
plenic areas and skate facilities, The town's recreation
program organlzes a great number of classes and activi-
ties such as ‘-'D“E]-'I:'i“. softhall, soccer, aerobics and swim-
ming bessans,

Contact nambers:

Main ofces. .o (S A2 1 600
Town feelds o (S 5323086
Weather cancellation. (970 6222504
Swirmmmimng: el e 90D 523067

Berthoud is in close proximity o the Carter Lake recre-
ation area, The scenic reservair which is three males long
and ane mile wide siis in the foothills west of wwn at
5760 feel, Surrounded hj.' 10KH3 ac res ol puh| i land, the
area is popular for salling, fishing, camping, reck climb-
'ini.:, wcuba di'|.'i|1;|'.;_.. |1|J-u'|:'|H and miach avore

Additionally, Berthoud is just an hour drive from the
splendors of Rocky Mountaln Mattonal Park. With over
100 peakes above 10,0060 feet, 359 miles of trails and
265,000 acves of natural woender, visitors can endlessly
explore the parks resources,



